














Visit Philly Official visitor and travel site

Philadelphia is approximately 23 miles from the convention hotel.
http://www.visitphilly.com/

Philadelphia Sightseeing Hop on/Hop off Bus tours
http://www.philadelphiasighteeingtours.com/

International Lilac Society Request for Research Proposals

The International Lilac Society solicits research proposals on lilacs for the 2016
season. Up to $8,000 is available as one large grant or several smaller grants.
Researchers (including faculty or students) in university or college departments
of life sciences, horticulture, or botanic gardens are eligible to apply. Proposals,
2-3 pages long, should contain an executive summary, short introduction,
objectives, materials and methods, and expected results along with a projected
budget. Please send proposals, electronically or hard copy, to Dr. J.G. Waines,
Department of Botany & Plant Sciences, University of California, Riverside, CA
92521-0124, USA, by March 1, 2016. <giles.waines@ucr.edu> Proposals will
be reviewed by the research committee.

The Wolcott Lilac Gardens of Kent, OH (Est.
1863)

The Wolcott House is a fine example of eclectic Western Reserve and Gothic Re-
vival with influences of Victorian and Arts and Crafts from the 1918 additions.

Simon Perkins Wolcott started construction of the home at 450 West Main St. in
1863. Wolcott, a noted politician and civic leader entertained many at the home
through the years including Presidents Garfield and McKinley. It was at this
home where Simon and his wife Mary Brewster raised three children including
son, Duncan Brewster, who would eventually own the home.

Although there were some gardens initially present, it was not until Duncan
married Evelyn Daisy Lodge of Silver Lake in 1906 that the infamous lilac gar-
dens began to take shape. Duncan and Daisy were both avid gardeners and they
set out to build one of the finest home gardens in the area.

The Wolcott’s garden was far from a formal garden, it was more of a series of
rambling paths, terraces, stone walls as well as grassy lawns and flower beds.
They purchased additional property to expand the gardens and continued to add
with new and unusual trees, shrubs, and flowers.

In 1920 the “Lilac Gardens” began to take shape when Daisy received a gift from
her uncle, Col. William R. Plum. Col. Plum owned the largest collection of

French lilacs in the world and he sent Daisy more than 100 varieties for her gar-
den. The Wolcotts carefully tended their lilacs and added more as time went on.
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When Duncan died in 1930, Daisy opened the gardens to the public to raise
funds to put her sons through college. The gardens attracted visitors from
around the world. It became a Mother’s Day tradition to visit the Lilac Gardens
and at one time had 8000 visitors in one day.

Daisy passed away in 1955 and her sons maintained the property for a few years
until eventually they sold the property. The home and gardens went through

a few different owners and came upon difficult times and fell into disarray. In
1973, a developer proposed purchasing the property and developing it into an
apartment complex. Fortunately the City Council rejected the planned and
rezoned the area to prevent any [uture redevelopements.

In the fall of 1985, Stephen and Eleanor Zavodny purchased the property and
set out to restore the estate. Not initially knowing the history of the property,
they were intrigued to find lilacs and some other unusual plants amongst the
overgrowth. Alter a little research the Zavodny’s were thrilled with their pur-
chase of the historic Lilac Gardens. At that time, only 70 of the original lilacs
had survived. The original garden areas were cleared and azaleas and rhododen-
drons were planted. A rose garden with a central fountain was also added.

After the passing of Stephen in 2007, Eleanor and her son Robert continue the
restoration of both the home and gardens. 1t's a labor of love and far from com-
plete. In 2013 while researching the history of the home and gardens, Robert
Zavodny saw a home movie in color of the Lilac Gardens from 1946 at the Kent
Historical Society Museum. This was his motivation to continue the restoration
of the house and gardens. Over the last few years, many more lilacs have been
added and the gardens currently have over 140 varieties on the property.

The source of many of the recently added lilacs is Select Plus, a grower and hy-
bridizer from Montreal, Canada. This past summer, they offered an opportunity
to have naming rights to a newly hybridized variety. Robert wanted to pay trib-
ute to Daisy Wolcott and had a lilac named in her memory. The Daisy Wolcott
lilac has blue florets with a white center and has a very strong aroma. The plants
will be available on the market in a few years.

2015 marked the sixtieth anniversary of Daisy’s passing and the Zavodnys de-
cided to open the Lilac Gardens for tours, feeling that this would be a befitting
tribute to the lady who started the tradition in 1930. The tour received an over-
whelming response from the community with over 1800 people visiting over the
two weekends including several ancestors of Daisy Wolcott. More information
can be found on Facebook under Lilac Gardens or we can be reached by email
at lilacgardenskent@gmail.com. The Lilac Gardens are beginning the applica-
tion process for 501(c)3 status to insure the property will be around for future
generations.

Robert Zavodny and Tom Gober
December 31, 2015
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