























Enjoying Lilacs, Gardens and
Camaraderie at the 2016 ILS Convention

After a long absence from the annual T1.S conventions (2009 in Ottawa was the
last one [ had attended), at long last I was able to attend at the last minute. It
was almost literally the last minute, since I couldn’t attend unless T finished
planting the 2016 pansy bed at Highland Botanical Park. The pansy bed is
approximately 25" by 50" and holds up to 15,000 pansies. My helper and I fin-
ished Wednesday April 27 at noon, so [ made a last minute decision to attend
the convention the next day.

Karen McCauley, the Convention Chair, arranged an excellent 3 day convention
that included visits to 5 spectacular gardens. The first visit was (o one of the
premier botanical gardens in the United States; Longwood Gardens. Entering
the gardens, we were met by James Harbage, leader of the Floriculture Division.
He proceeded to give us a behind-the-scenes tour of the growing and research
greenhouses of Longwood. Not only are a large number of plants grown here
for the seasonal shows in the conservatory and outdoor gardens, but research
and hybridization is a major operation. Recent work with the Kaffir Lily, Clivia
miniata, has produced a red cultivar in a plant that is normally orange. Planning
for seasonal shows olten begins a year or more ahead of time, so that ample
numbers of plants can be produced.

After the tour was over, we had about an hour and a half to explore the massive
conservatory, or to touch upon the large number of outdoor gardens. With 20
display gardens and 4.5 acres in the conservatory, I barely had time to explore
it. One room, the Exhibition Hall, had a marble floor flooded with a few inches
of water to reflect the display. 1t was lined with massive Australian Tree Ferns,
Cyathea cooperi. Other rooms of interest included the Orchid House, Silver Gar-
den, Palm and Cycad House, and North America’s largest green wall (14" high
and 300 long).

Outside near the conservatory, a massive renovation of the spectacular fountains
is nearing completion. Nearby was a small hedge wall of lilacs that overlooked
the hedge garden. It was in bloom, as was a long entrance walkway nearby
lined on both sides by mature empress trees, Paulownia tomentosa. After all this
astounding horticulture, we had a hospitality hour reception at Longwood in the
Founders Room.

On Friday we explored 2 more horticultural gems, Chanticleer Gardens and

Mt. Cuba Nature Center. Chanticleer Gardens is the former residence of the
Rosengartens, and has since been developed to house many different gardens on
47 acres. One of the entrance gardens is the Teacup Garden, which has a large
5’ teacup surrounded by an interesting array of foliage plants. Other gardens
included several shade and woodland gardens, an alpine garden, and a very
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interesting serpentine garden. Each year the serpentine patterns are planted
with different species of grains. Also, there was a small lilac collection near the
Chanticleer House.

From there we drove to the Mt. Cuba Nature Center, where we had lunch and
our annual meeting. Although it is an arboretum that focuses on native plants,
included was a special garden called the Lilac Allee. Here there were about 25
cultivars of lilacs, and they were in full bloom. It has beeri aptly named; the
lilacs have been planted to form an alley with a grass path between the two bor-
ders of lilacs. Underneath the lilacs, a border of lavender-colored pansies were
planted to complement the lilacs. Some of the cltivars on display included ‘Paul
Thirion’, ‘Montaigne’, ‘Vestale’, ‘Mme E Morel’, ‘Decaisne’, ‘Mme Lemoine’, ‘Edith
Cavell’, and ‘Mont Blanc’.

On Saturday the garden tours continued as we traveled to the Tyler Arboretum
for the annual ILS auction. It was one of the best auctions ever, with many rare
lilacs available; many root suckers from rare plants at Max Peterson’s that have
never been available before. Many of the plant went for $100 or more, and I
was able to go home with 3 rare ones. ‘Galina Ulanova’, a single white Kole-
snikov selection, and ‘Little Bit’ and ‘Kate Bergen’; both Berdeen hybrids.

Tyler Arboretum is comprised of 650 acres, and includes a pinetum, crabapple
collection, thododendron collection, magnolia collection, and cherry collection,
as well as a very nice lilac collection. The original lilac collection was planted
by John C. Wister, the first director of the Tyler Arboretum from 1946-1968

(it should be noted that John Wister developed the Wister Color Code for
lilacs-1 White, 11 Violet 111 Blue, IV Lilac, V Pink, VI Magenta, VII Purple). This
collection was originally comprised of 63 cultivars and 84 specimens when first
planted. One of the highlights of the lilac collection was the outstanding light
sky-blue Lemoine hybrid ‘Firmament’. It seemed to draw the ILS members to it
like a magnet. Of course, there were many other beauties in the collection. One
grouping I especially enjoyed was the dark double ‘Charles Joly’ planted next to
a pure white double ‘Mme Lemoine’. When people come to me asking about
purchasing a deep purple lilac, I often try to explain to them they should have
other colors along with purple; especially white, since the white next to a dark
seems to bring out the beauty of both.

There were too many cultivars to reiterate all of them, but a few other of my
favorites in the Tyler collection included ‘Thunberg’; an old double lilac-colored
Lemoine selection; ‘Souvenir d’Alice Harding’, an exquisite double white Lem-
oine hybrid, and ‘Priscilla’, a single magenta selection of Havemeyer with large
florets. A future visit is in store for me, both to spend more time with the lilacs,
and a day to explore the rest of the arboretum.

The final garden stop of the convention was at the Scott Arboretum of Swarth-
more College. This arboretum is part of the college campus. John Wister also
worked here, and was the first director of the Arthur Hoyt Scott Horticultural
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